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Numb. 107. 


MERCATOR: 


O R, 


Connerce 


Retriched, 


BEING 
CoNnsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifhb Trade, &c. 





From Cueldap, January 26. to Churlday, January 28. 1713. 





The Neceffity of Repeating Things in the Mercator. 

The Oppofers go on Affirming and Affirming, tho never fo evidently Anfwer'd and Confuted. 
Arguments in the Mercator forgotten, and never mentioned by the Oppofers, 

A Quotation out of the very First Paper, Mercat, No. 1. 

King William and Queen Mary brought to teftify,that they believed the Trade to France Advan 


tageous. 


If we lost by the French Trade, Why were the French the firft to Tax it? If they gain'd, Why did 


they Tax it at all? 





over; but when a Sett of Men are not afham‘d to 
affert a Falfhood twice, nay many times over: for 


i T is very unpleafant to write the fame thing twice 


the Deluding and Abufing the People, the AZ E R- * 


CATOR hopes, he may be excufed repeating the 
Truth twice over, to Undeceive them. 

It would be impoffible for thefe People to fupport 
their Oppofition to the Arguments ufed in behalf of 
the Trade to France, if they were not furnifhed with 
this peculiar brazen Talent or Qualification, (viz.) That 
taking no Notice of the cleareft and irrefiftable Confu- 
rations of their Affertions, they can neverthelefs affert 
the fame things over and. over again, -as if they had 
never been Anfiwered at all. 

This is exemplified in a late Affertion printed over 
and over by their Scribblers in thefe Words, /f France 
had sranted ws the Tarif of 1664 for owr Woollen Manu- 

uttures ? And in another, The Mercator has often told 
us of the Tariff of 1664. God. knows we have litile of 
that: And the like. 

With what Face do thefe Men fpeak to the World? 
Have we not the Tariff of 1664 for all- our Woollen 
Manutaures, two forts excepted ; and as the AE R- 
CATOR laid down from the beginning, that we 
were to have the faid Tariff of 1644, fo the faid Ex- 
ceptions were always fully publifked with it, and the 
Tariff and Exceptions always mentioned together, as 
mav appear MERCATOR No. 4. in thefe Words: 
“ All our Woollen Manifadtures Exported from 
“England to France are reduced to the Old Duties 
&¢ nayable by the Tariff of 1663. except Broad Cloth 
“ and Scrges, which are to pay, as by the Tariff of 
“ 1699. (that alfo being capable of being moderated by 
“ Commiflioners) thus: 


“ Broad Cloth, which from the Year 1667. paid 80 
“ Vivres, will now pay only 55 Livres. 


“ Mill’d Serges, which paid 15 Livres, now 11. Livres. 
¢ A}l other Woollen Goods pay after the Tariff of 1664. 


Ratins are Rated as Broad Cloth, but of them we 
Export none, therefore they are not mentioned. 


And after this, the MERCATOR, Ne; 6. was 
wholly prifited to obviare and effectually put to Sr 
lence this abfard Novelty of our tint having the Tariff 
of 1664 Granted us to all our Woollen Goods, the 
Exception of Cloths, Ratins and Serges only referved, 
in which MERCATOR the Claufe of the per 
cation annexed to the Treaty.is alf printed at large; 
to which the MERCATOR refers for proof. 

Yet after this, have thele Men thé Face to affirm in 
print, that we are not by this Treaty to enjoy the be- 
nefit of the Tariff of 1683. for our Woollen Manu 
factures. , . 

If they will quibble, and fay it is not.enjoyed for 
our Woollen Manufaéture, becaufe of the Exception of 
Broad Cloth and Serges, we'll be content to fee them 
ttifle in that manner: But, in the meantime, let them 
make good their Affertion or Bluth, and confefs they 
fpeak falfly, knowing it to be fo: Let them tell. us, 
what parts of our Woollen Manufactures are not ad- 
mitted intro France. by the prefent Treaty, upon the 
Tariff of 16645 if they are: more, than what the 
MERCATOR mentioned, then, they are Right, 
and necd not be afhamed of it; if they are no more, 
and if all our Woollen Goods except Broad-Cloth, 
Serges, and Ratins, which we fend none of, are ad- 
mitted on the Tariff of 1664, asthe MERCATOR 
has always publickly faid, then from what Principle 
dare thefe Men fay, that we are not to cnjoy the Tariff 
of 1664 for our Woollen Manvfatures/ 

But this is the way of thefe Men, and thefe are the 
Arguments they ufe ; and this puts ug in mind of fome 
other things which the ATE RCATOR faid fo long 
ago, and. they have never yet taken the Jeaft Notice 
of, fo that they feem Joth they thould be Remember’d, 
and which for that Reafon may bear a Repetition. 
Thefe are two Evidences, which confirmi what the 
MERCATOR has faid, of the Trade to France 
being advantageous to England in former times, and 
were brought in juftification of the general Affertion, 
in the very firft MERCATOR that was wiitten. 
The Words are thefe : 
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J 5), @hieh, this Paper is an Appeal to the World. Firft 


: ‘ 
‘ 


The next thing is the Evidence: For the Weieh: 


ot 


Ree J Jet us call perfonal Evidence, and then procecd to Fvi- 
hase Oy dence of. Fad. Our Perfonal Evidence will be very 
ye” = good ;_ tio léfs than tWo Kifigs and a Queen. 

ioe “The King of Frafice, in the fixft place, has tacitly 


owWn'd it, by raifing His Caiftoms, and laying Probibiti- 
ons upon our Trade to pur a Check to the Import of 
our Goods, that his own Subje&s might not be impo- 
verifh'd, and England enrich’d at their Expence. 

The Government of England, in the next place, have 
always complain’d of theie Interruptions of Trade, as 
injartous to the EnglidNation, and done to theit Pre- 
judice. , 

For Proof of this, take the Words ofthé Declaration 
of War againft France 1 William and Mary, (which is 
the firft Authority to be quoted in this Paper) where 
tho’ there feems to be fome Contradiction in the Argu- 
ment, yet the Words confirm the thing now propoted, 
viz, That the Trade from England to Brance was to the 

dvantage of England. One Reafon,why we declare 
War againft the French King, is there founded upon his 
Burthening and Interrupting our Trade to France: The 
Words are thefe ; Furbidding the Importation of 4 great 
part H the Produtt and Manufatlures of our Kingdom, and 
Lypofing Exorbitant Cuffoms upon the reff, are fufficient 
Evidences of his Defign to deffroy the Trade,on which the 
Wealth and Safety of this Nation fo much depends. Vide 
Declar. of War, 1689. ~ 

It will hardly be allow’d, that the late King. would have 
made this a Reafon for declaring War againft France, if 

he had-believed,that the Trade: carried on with Prance 

had been (as has been. reported) carried on at more than 
ca Million Sterling per Ann. te the Lofs of this Nation, 
It will as hardly obtain, that rhe French King would te 
the Aggreflor in Interrupting a Commerce ,by which his 
“own People were Gainers Reem the Englit at- more 
than a Million Sterling per Ann. The contfary, ra- 
ther, is ftrongly implied ; viz. That the King of Eng- 
band efteemed the Interruption: of the Commerce with 
France an Injury and a Lofs to England, and therefore 
refented it ; and the French King eftéemed the Trade 
from England a‘Lofs to his own Subje¢tsin general, and 
therefore loaded it with Duties and Cuftoms, and inter- 
rupted it with Prohibitions.’ ~ t. 


What Anfwer have thefe Men given to this, Noife 


‘and Clamour excepted ? What indeed can they fay to 
‘it? What. ridiculous .Langiiage muft they. make King 
William and Queen Mary fpeak in their Declaration of 
_War? telling the French King of his Defizn to deftroy 
“the Trade, onwhich the Wealth and Safety of this Nation 
‘fo much “depend, &c. What! Does our Wealth and 
‘Safety depend upon a Trade, that we lofe Moncey by! 
‘Nay, that we lofe a Million’a Year by! Is this making 
*the Declaration fpeak Sence? Or had King William no 
Di a‘Pretence than this for making War againft 
"Fiance? No better an Argument to bring, than that 
‘the King of France had gone about to deftroy a Trade, 
-which, if we had been in our Senfes,.we fhould have 


- . 
‘ 


. ad 


defioyd long ago, and which, we ought to have 


thought our felves mfntcely obliged to him for deilroy. ’ 


ing’ A Trade, by which we lolita Million a*Year, and 
wich muft in time carry all our Money out of the Na- 
tion! One of thefe two Things muft neceflarily tolloy, 
in this Cufe, Either thefe Men have Impofed upon uv; 
or that Declaration of War was the molt ridiculous of 
the kind,that ever was publifhed. ’ 

wage, 

But it isno new thing for thefe Men to blunder ja 
fuch a grofs manner as this; for, they can argue apaiitt 
Demonftration with the greateft Affirance imaginable. 


As to the Argument of the French being the Virit, 


who daid Taxes upon the Tratle, and that the Enelith 
were very flow and backwatd to Retaliate by laying 
Taxes on theits; the AZ ERCATOR having fiatcd 
that already, No. 103. leaves them to anfwer it, when 
they think fic; famming the whole Argument up in 
thefe Two Queftions. 


if Ehgland had believed,they had always loft by” the 
French Trade, why WERE “NOT they the firft to load 
a Ray with Duties and Impofitions to prevent that 
ofs : | 
If France had believed» they were Gainers by the 
Trade, why WERE ‘they the firft,chat loaded the Trade 
with Duties and Impofitions to ruine their own Gain ? 


The World would be mighty glad to fee thefe Quefti- 
ons Anfwer’d.. 
In the mean time let them fee the daily Specimens. of 


our Trade to France, tho’ now loaded with fuch Duties, 


as almoft quite prevent our Trade in our own Woollen 
Manufactures ; What then would it be,if that Trade 
wete open ? 





From the Cuftom-Houte. 


Exported to France in Three Days, (viz.) 
Jan. 18, 19, 20. 


820 1. wt. Woollen Cloth 
30 Caftors 
15 Stuffs 
15 Spanifh Cloths 
421. Wrought tron 
14]. Wrought Brafs 
12130 |. Cotton Wooll 
466 Ga]. Cana 
2564 Glafs Bottfes 
15184 1. Virginia Tobacco 
30 Quar. Meal 
12 Quar. Wheat 
* 80 Quar. Barley 
25, C. Lead-fhot 
10 Ton Fuftick 
4 Ton 17 C. Brafiletto 
34 Ton 3C. Logwood 








LONDON: Printed for Benjy. Tooke, at the Temple-Gate ; and 
Joun Barser, on Lambeth-Hill. (Price 3 Half-pence. ) 
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